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Join Us!


Join the Veterans CNG





Do you want to...


...Network with other veterans and military personnel at Cornell?


...Participate in campus veteran's events?


...Influence veteran's practices on campus?


...Connect with the over 400 veterans and military personnel at Cornell?








	
	
	Mission & Vision


	


	Our Mission


	Raise the awareness of veteran and military personnel issues here at the University; provide a forum for veteran’s and their supporters to meet to discuss topics of mutual interest and concern; and to support the University’s recruitment and retention of veterans and military personnel at Cornell University.


	


	Our Vision


	There are over 400 veterans who work or go to school at Cornell and we aim to connect with them all.

	

	
	
	Events


	Upcoming Events


	
	FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2023: 10:00 - 11:00 AM


	Cornell Military History Walking Tour: Sponsored by the Veterans Colleague Network Group.


	FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2023: 3:15 - 5:00 PM


	Honored Speaker Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) Kathleen Miller '82: Sponsored by the Veterans Colleague Network Group. Sage Hall Room B08.


	Click here for all 2023 Military Appreciation Events at Cornell.

	


	


	Previous Events


	VSO Insights, November 2, 2023 3:00 to 4:00 PM


	Post 9/11 GI Bill, with special guest Mary Fisk, the Cornell University Veterans Coordinator.  Who qualifies to use the Post 9/11 GI Bill?  How do I get started?  How does the Yellow Ribbon program work?  Can it be used for undergraduate and graduate coursework?  Explore your educational options with Mary.


	Link to recording of event: https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/VSO%20Insights%20-%20special%20guest%20Mary%20Fisk/1_42btj4fa


	

	VSO Insights, September 7, 2023  3:00 to 4:00 PM


	Which channel do I turn to?  VBA (Veterans Benefits Administration) or VHA (Veterans Health Administration)?


	Depending on how you are trying to collect your health benefits, where you go matters.  How do you make claims or adjustments?  Who is the most appropriate contact?  What is the PACT Act and why all the hype about it ?  Find out more with J.R. Clairborne, Director of the Tompkins County Department of Veterans Services and get your questions answered.


	Link to recording of event: https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/t/1_iibcufhg


	

	


	THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2023: 3:30 - 5:00 pm


	VCNG Off-Campus Mixer - Brewer's Taproom (1384 Dryden Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850) Join the VCNG for an off-campus mixer! All Veterans, Military Personnel, and Allies are welcome! Come connect or reconnect with colleagues in our network. Light appetizers will be served.


	FRIDAY, MAY 26, 2023:


	Ethics of Leadership Lunch & Learn


	College of Human Ecology, MVR 1101
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	Every Cornellian is a leader, whether by influence, position, or experience. Ethical leadership means both acting ethically and setting the standard for others to do so. Ethical leaders have an opportunity to inspire others not only to do the right thing but also to consider the kind of people they want to be. Rear Admiral (ret) Margaret “Peg” Klein is the Dean of Ethics and Leadership at the US Naval War College and will be leading a discussion and Q&A on the ethics of leadership.


	Details:


	Co-sponsored by the Cornell Veterans Colleague Network Group and the College of Human Ecology.


	Bring your lunch and join us for what promises to be an engaging and though-provoking discussion. Drinks and cookies will be provided.


		Lunch: 11:15am - 12:00 pm
	Talk/Presentation: 12:00 - 12:30 pm
	Social/Discussion/Q&A: 12:30 - 1:30 pm
	
		Tulasi’s newly designed Cornell Women’s Ice hockey Protective Gear and Poster


		Additional Exhibits in MVR:


		In addition, Professor Heeju Park of the Department of Human Centered Design, College of Human Ecology, will introduce students’ work from FSAD/DEA6800 Ethical Design: Engine of Positive Changes, and inclusive design projects from his lab including redesign of new uniforms for Cornell Sports Teams and Hospitality Team, showcased in the space.


		FSAD6800 Poster presentations of about 10 teams (specifically on ethical issues related to design and production)


		FSAD4010 Poster + 2 outfits of newly designed Cornell Chef Uniforms (support from CHE Engagement Fund)


		

		FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 2023:


		12:00 - 1:00 PM EST


		Online Brown Bag Lunch Talk with Craig Wiggers
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		Join us for a Zoom, brown-bag lunch talk given by Craig Wiggers, Director for Finance and Administration, Cornell University Library. Craig will share a presentation about his experiences in the Marines and his deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan followed by Q&A.


		

		WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2023: 3:30 - 5:00 PM
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		VCNG Off-Campus Mixer, Brewer's Taproom, 1384 Dryden Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850


		Join the VCNG for an off campus mixer! All Veterans, Military Personnel, and Allies are welcome! Come connect or reconnect with colleagues in our network. Light appetizers will be served.


		

		THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2023: 8:30 - 9:30 AM


		Winter Mixer - In-Person East Hill Office Building Atrium (EHOB, 395 Pine Tree Rd.) Welcome Back for the new semester! All Veterans, Military Personnel, and Allies are welcome! Join us and reconnect with colleagues in our network. Coffee, juice, and light refreshments will be served.


		

		NOVEMBER 11, 2022


		Veterans Day Click here for full details 9:15 am: Guided walking tour of Cornell Veteran's Memorials 10:30 am: Breakfast Buffet 11:00 am: Guest Speaker Mark Minton, President of the Cornell Undergraduate Veterans, speaking about continuation of service.


		

		OCTOBER 18-21, 2022


		From Camouflage to Composition: Papermaking Workshop Johnson Art Museum, meet in Appel Lobby Times vary: Tues/Thurs 3-6pm; Wed/Fri 11am-2pm. More details: https://museum.cornell.edu/calendar/camouflage-composition-papermaking-workshop-1


		

		FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2022: 7:00 PM


		POW/MIA Watchfire Myers Park, Lansing


		

		THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022: 7:30 - 9:00 AM


			In-Person Morning Mixer
	East Hill Office Building Atrium (EHOB, 395 Pine Tree Rd.)
	Welcome Back for the Fall Semester! All Veterans, Military Personnel, and Allies are welcome! Join us and reconnect with colleagues in our network. Coffee, juice, and light refreshments will be served.


		


	
	
	
	Get Involved
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Cornell Veterans Memorials tour



	


		
		Attend a VCNG event!

		
	Join the listserv VETERANSANDMILITARYPERSONNEL-L.  Contact us at veterans@cornell.edu.
	Contribute to a discussion on LinkedIn.
	Sweat with a Vet! Join the Team Red White and Blue Community for updates on weekly exercise opportunities and monthly events.
	Access Cornell's Military Community page for veteran-specific resources.
	Discover Cornell's military history through a tour of campus Veterans Memorials.  View them online, join Team RWB on a scheduled run or tour them at your own pace.


	

	
	
	Leadership


	Current VCNG Executive Members


		INTERIM CHAIR/VICE CHAIR: Randi Rainbow randi.rainbow@cornell.edu
	HISTORIAN:  Emily A. Franco eaf11@cornell.edu
	TREASURER: Jase Baese jbb23@cornell.edu
	COMMUNITY OUTREACH COORDINATOR: David Saroka ds2286@cornell.edu
	MEMBER-AT-LARGE: Amber Alpízar all20@cornell.edu
	MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Shaun Gendrue smg367@cornell.edu
	MEMBER-AT-LARGE: vacant



	Executive and Ex-Officio Members


		EXECUTIVE SPONSOR: Rick Burgess
	ROTC LIAISON:  CPT Scott Hardy sah347@cornell.edu
	VETERAN REP. for EA: Jeramy Kruser jak474@cornell.edu
	STUDENT VETERAN COORDINATOR: Mary Fisk mmf248@cornell.edu
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	Interim Chair/Vice Chair:


	Randi Rainbow has been the Director of Information Technology for the College of Human Ecology at Cornell University since 2006.  His focus is on the development and deployment of technology services supporting the unique nature of the human-involved physical and social sciences of the college and their instructional, research and outreach missions.  Prior to this, he was an Information Technology Area Manager in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, also at Cornell University.  His military service spans a decade, from 1986-1996, starting with Army National Guard service as a DAAS3 computer systems operator, followed by two active duty Air Force tours as an Applications Developer/Systems Administrator with the Air Intelligence Agency (AIA) and Joint Analysis Center (JAC) in EUCOM.  He served one combat tour in Bosnia-Herzegovina in support of the NATO mission and IFOR/SFOR.  He followed military service with contract support for the Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC) and Army Special Operations Command (ASOC) prior to moving to New York and Cornell.  Randi is a Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer (MCSE), has a degree from the Community College of the Air Force in Information Systems.


	

	

          [image: Emily Franco]


  




	Historian:


	Emily Franco:  Following her graduation from Cornell University in 1992, Emily Franco was commissioned in the Army Quartermaster Corps and, after her Officer Basic Course, became Rigger Certified. She served tours in Korea and Germany, coordinating the logistics of troop movement and managing supply and maintenance warehouses. She left the Army as a Captain and returned to the US to work with Deloitte and Touche, LLC, consulting on corporate relocations and economic development projects. In 1998, Emily returned to her hometown of Ithaca to become the General Manager of The Rose Inn, a luxurious country inn with 23 guest rooms and a restaurant. Then she was drawn back to Cornell and the logistics field as the Purchasing Manager for Campus Life. In addition to routine purchasing requirements, she managed procurement of furnishings for the new residence halls of the Cornell West Campus Initiative and the opening requirements for five new Cornell Dining units. In her current role she manages the relationship between The Culinary Institute of America and the School of Hotel Administration and promotes their joint collaborative degree program.
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	Treasurer:


	Jase Baese was born and raised in New Braunfels, Texas. After graduating from Trinity University in San Antonio in 1994 with a B.S. in Business Administration, he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Ordnance Branch of the U.S. Army. Jase served a three year assignment in Germany, including six months in Bosnia-Herzegovina as part of IFOR/SFOR. Jase has worked at Cornell University and lived in Lansing since 1998, he is currently an Assistant Director for Information Technology in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell University. Jase was the captain for the Ithaca Team Red, White and Blue community from 2014 through 2021 and encourages anyone interested in health and fitness, no matter what level you are at, to join Team RWB. In 2022, Jase began a term as VCNG Treasurer.
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	Community Outreach Coordinator:


	David Saroka was born and raised in the Ithaca area. After becoming an Eagle Scout and graduating, he enlisted as a Ground Radio Repairman in the United States Marine Corps. He was stationed in Okinawa, Japan and spent time on various operations in Korea as well. Honorably discharged, he went on to receive his B.S. in Physics and then to do graduate course work in physics at California State University Long Beach. He then did research and post-baccalaureate studies at Pace University, NYC, where he went on to publish on the heat transfer of electrons. From his studies and professional work, he began lecturing at Cornell’s Summer College for courses on robotics and computer programming. At his previous position at Edison Test Laboratory, he managed 7 HVAC test facilities, supervised 24 technicians across 3 shifts, and lead a team of engineers. He also worked as the liaison to the Department of Energy and the industry’s governing body. He is currently working as an integration developer and architect in Central IT for Enterprise Services. He loves to stay active and is raising his two daughters in the Ithaca area with his partner.


	

	Member at Large
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	Amber Alpízar brings decades of deep industry knowledge and adventurous life experiences as an Operation Enduring Freedom Service Medal Veteran, ICF credentialed Executive Coach and Director of Human Resources for Cornell University’s College of Engineering. 


	Amber served in the Army Reserves from1999-2009 in various locations while also pursuing her B.S. in Business Management (01’) and M.S. in Organizational Communication (04’), Learning and Design, with research centered around gender issues in the military.


	Amber has long held a passion for supporting veterans and raising awareness to the issues veterans face as they integrate back into civilian life/workplace.  She has volunteered with the Wounded Warrior Project, Veterans for Peace, Warrior Writers, and has served on podcasts, speaker panels, partnering with community organizations to raise awareness and support for mental health/wellbeing for returning veterans. 


	Both in her leadership role within Human Resources at Cornell along with volunteer roles, Amber is committed to developing values-driven, conscious leaders that will cultivate high performing, inclusive and engaged teams.  Amber embodies a collaborative approach and coaching mindset both on and off campus, supporting others to understand and bring to life their strengths, values and authentic leadership styles in support of personal and organizational goals.


	Amber is a full-time single mama to a spirited 12 year old daughter, sharing many outdoor adventures together: hunting, fishing, Xcountry skiing, snowboarding, surfing, scuba diving, hiking, gardening, mountain biking, and camping to name a few. 
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	Member at Large


	Shaun Gendrue joined the New York Army National Guard in 2013, completed Officer Candidate School at Fort Moore, GA (formally Fort Benning), and commissioned as a Quartermaster Officer. Shaun has served in various capacities at the company and battalion levels in both logistics and human resources. He currently serves (as of October 2023) as Commander for a Forward Support Company based on Long Island. He has been activated for various missions including snow storms, the COVID-19 Pandemic, securing the US Capitol Building, and a recent mobilization to the Middle East in support of Operations Inherent Resolve and Spartan Shield.


	Shaun started in his position as Assistant Director of Student and Career Development in the College of Human Ecology in 2018 and works primarily with students interested in applying to medical school or other professional schools for the allied health careers. His position also provides him with the responsibility as Staff Advisor to the student club, the Pre-Professional Association Towards Careers in Health (PATCH). He has a BA in History from Grove City College in Grove City, PA and a MS in Higher Education and Student Affairs Administration from Canisus University in Buffalo, NY.


	

	Member at Large


	(Position vacant)
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	Veterans Rep for the EA:


	Jeramy Kruser – is currently the Veterans Representative to the Employee Assembly. He served in the Marine Corps Reserves as a KC-130 engine mechanic for 6 years, from 1993 to 2000, before a spinal injury removed him from service. He received a BS in Computer Science from Alfred University in 2006 and has been working a variety of IT jobs since. He joined Cornell in 2012. In 2015 he joined the Ithaca Chapter of Team RWB and became the Communications Director for the chapter in 2019. He has been researching and providing guided tours of the veteran memorials around Cornell campus since 2019. Jeramy has pursued several competitive sports and unusual skills including boxing, MMA, atlatl, fencing, heavy sword and shield, cycling, blacksmithing, and flint knapping. He is an avid computer gamer and works with his wife on turning their yard into a native wildlife habitat at their home. He welcomes contact for tours, or just to chat via email or Teams chat: jak474@cornell.edu
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	ROTC Liaison


	CPT Scott Hardy:  The son of an Army Master Sergeant, CAPT Scott “Cooter” Hardy enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in 1986 attending boot camp at MCRD San Diego.  His tours included HMH-462 in Tustin, CA and HMX-1 in Quantico VA where he supported Presidents Reagan and Bush Sr. from 1987 to 1991.  After transitioning to the Marine Reserves, he attended Texas A&M University graduating in 1994.  In the summer of 1995 he attended Officer Candidate School at NAS Pensacola and was designated a Naval Flight Officer in 1997.


	CAPT Hardy is currently serving as the Commander of the Cornell University Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps. He most recently served as the Commander of Fleet Activities Okinawa where his command encompassed five installations, 30 tenant commands and 2000 Sailors.  In that tour, he was the Senior Navy Officer on Okinawa working in close coordination with his joint service partners, local mayors and the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force.


	His operational sea tours include a Flag Air Ops tour with Carrier Strike Group Eleven (CCSG-11), on USS Nimitz (CVN 68) from 2014 to 2016; Commanding Officer tour with the Patriots of VAQ-140 in NAS Whidbey Island from Jan 2014 to Jun 2014; Commanding Officer tour with the Gauntlets of VAQ-136 at NAF Atsugi Japan on USS George Washington (CVN 73) and NAS Whidbey Island for transition from the EA-6B to the EA-18G from 2011 to 2014; Department Head tour with VAQ-135 Black Ravens with CVW-11, on USS Nimitz (CVN 68) from 2006 to 2009; Junior Officer tour with the Gauntlets of VAQ-136 at NAF Atsugi Japan and aboard USS Independence (CV 62) and USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63) from 1998 to 2001.


	His Individual Augmentee tours include Joint CREW Composite Squadron One (JCCS-1) in Baghdad, Iraq as the Assistant Director of Training from 2009 to 2010 and as Future Operations Officer for COMUSNAVCENT, Bahrain from 2003 to 2005.


	His shore tours include Department Head tour for HAVOC, the EA-18G Airborne Electronic Attack Weapons School, at the Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center in Fallon, NV from 2016 to 2018; Instructor tour with the EA-6B Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS) at NAS Whidbey Island from 2010 to 2011; Air Command and Staff College in Montgomery, Alabama earning a Masters of Military Science from 2005 to 2006; Instructor tour with the EA-6B FRS at NAS Whidbey Island from 2001 to 2003.


	CAPT Hardy is married to the former Brandi Dawson.  They have two children: Bryce (16) and Skyler (8).  He has accumulated over 2800 hours in the EA-6B, EA-18G & C-12 aircraft and 845 carrier arrestments.  He holds nine personal decorations and numerous other citations.
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	Student Veteran Coordinator


	Mary Fisk was born and raised in Susquehanna, Pennsylvania and is the Student Veteran Advisor & Program Manager for Cornell University.  She joined the university in August 2019 after serving as the Coordinator for Veteran’s Outreach at The Pennsylvania State University.  Mary retired from the Marine Corps in 2006 after serving 22 years on active duty as a Field Radio Operator, Communications Field Skills Instructor, Communications Systems Chief, Communications Chief, Drill Instructor (3 tours) and First Sergeant at duty stations all over the world: Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; Kuwait; Iraq; El Toro, 29 Palms and Camp Pendleton in California; Quantico, VA; Okinawa, Japan; Parris Island, SC; and Camp Lejeune, NC.  She received two Bachelor of Arts degrees in French & Francophone Studies and German Studies in spring 2015, and her Master of Education in Counselor Education in 2021, all from Penn State.  Mary spends her free time visiting her daughter in Savannah, Georgia, her brothers and sisters in Pennsylvania, and lounging with her 3 pug dogs (Lady Angel, Sir Nigel & Lord Archibald) and senior kitty, Callie.
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	Executive Liaison


	Rick Burgess, PE, CEM, Vice President, Facilities and Campus Services


	As Vice President for Facilities and Campus Services, Rick is responsible for planning, design, construction, and maintenance of facilities and utilities at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY.  He oversees the Office of the University Architect, Contract College Facilities, Facilities Management, Energy and Sustainability, Transportation and Delivery Services, Finance and Administration, Engineering and Project Management and the Cornell University Police Department.


	Before coming to Cornell, Rick completed a 30-year career in the U.S. Navy.  His final tour and career highlight was as the commanding officer of the Naval Facilities Engineering Command in Washington, D.C.  He was the senior executive in charge of planning, building, and maintaining the facilities for eight naval bases in the D.C. area, including the Naval Academy and the Washington Navy Yard.


	Rick served as the co-chair for the Cornell 2018 and 2019 United Way Campaigns.


	Rick has a master’s degree in civil engineering and is a licensed professional engineer and certified energy manager.
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        Chair of the Veterans Colleague Network Group presenting an award plaque to awardee. Shaking hands and smiling for the camera.

      


            

      



Debra Howell presents to one of the 2022 awardees, Jase Baese.



	Continuation of Service Award


	The Veterans Colleague Network Group (VCNG) Cornell Veterans Continuation of Service Award recognizes Cornell veterans for their continued leadership and service.


	The award celebrates veterans who have continued to serve after their military service by giving back to other veterans or making outstanding contributions to the Cornell community. Award recipients will receive an engraved plaque which will be presented during the annual Veterans Day activities.


	Congratulations to our 2023 Awardee: Jennifer Ross


	Read more about our awardees, and eligibility and application details:


	Continuation of Service Award
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